
SESTAA 
JOINS HAND WITH 

B. BOROOAH CANCER INSTITUTE, GUWAHATI

A cancer diagnosis in a family is nothing short of devastating. We all know
that the cost of treatment of cancer is very high. Over and above the
treatment costs, families also must bear a huge burden of travel, lodging
and loss of income. Many do not even start treatment for want of the
initial expenses. Many others cannot continue to afford treatment and
drop out at some point. Most of these families become totally resource
exhausted and are usually pushed into extreme poverty. NGOs like ours
can step in at this critical juncture with support in the form of nutrition,
blood and blood products and other supportive care. The goal of
assistance is to enable each patient to complete his or her treatment as per
protocol within the stipulated time, so that a standard of care can be
achieved.

Let us beat Cancer! Together!

Did you know, the   incidence of cancer in the north-
eastern states of India  is the highest in the
country? Every year 12000 new cancer patients
visit the B Borooah cancer Institute in Guwahati  for
treatment. The paediatric oncology service under
Medical Oncology department at BBCI annually
treats more than 400 newly diagnosed childhood
cancers.

 In the year 2019-20, 457 children were treated in the
department out of which only 335 continued with some
form of treatment.

 Financial assistance provided by SESTAA will be used for:

1. The initial investigations and staging

2. Chemotherapy medicines

3. Special investigations, such as, PET scan,

cytogenetic tests, molecular studies, and a few

immunohistochemistry markers

4. Surgery and radiotherapy when special tools,

implants or procedures are required

5.Prosthetic limbs for amputees and prosthetic

eyes for orbital cancer patients treated by e

nucleation of the eyeball

6. Nutrition and supportive care

Rs. 397,009 
Amount donated directly in India to BBCI by

SESTAA's overseas supporters! 

$42311 
till Feb-end 2021

We  are grateful to the following esteemed donors for supporting us in 2020-21



Sestaa's Annual General Meeting for 2020-21 was held
on 19 February ‘21. There was a delay of three months
due to Covid. Although the meeting was held back due
to government restrictions and social distancing, but
we are proud to report that the good work we had
initiated had still been in progress even during the
Covid times. And for that we would like to thank you all
for your continued support. The year 2021 has started
on a positive note and we are looking forward to a
better future for all of us.

Committee Members (2020-2021):

Deepali Dhillon, President

Rita Sarma, Vice-President 

Smita Sabhlok, Secretary 

Vandana Jaggi, Treasurer

Monjita Dutta-Doloi, Executive Member

Hemanta Doloi, Executive Member

Sundar Sarma, Executive Member

Social Responsibility

Covid 19 has taught us the value of social connection

and given us the awareness to care for each other at a

more personal level. 

We started our first walk in Westerfolds Park,

Templestowe on 13 December, 2020. The smiling

faces of the group that joined us on the day has given

us the encouragement to continue with the effort. The

aim of the walk program will be to explore parks,

reserves and bushland in greater Melbourne area,

build social connection with each other and improve

wellbeing of all involved in the program.

Pictures from Walkathon at Westerfolds Park, 13 Dec, '20


