Annual Review, 2016-17
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
With great pride and joy I would like to say that children who have been visiting Shishu
Sarothi’s Early Intervention Centre in Goalpara have made noticeable progress in their physical
mobility and mental well-being. The Centre has made a difference in people’s lives in the area
with word spreading about the Centre and people coming from as far as 200 km away from
Mankachar and parts of Meghalaya, seeking the support and help provided by the Centre for
their children. They start with small steps, but those are big leaps in their lives – moments to
rejoice for themselves, for their parents and for their carers. Starting with 22 children in the
first few months of 2015 when the Centre first started, by end of July 2017, the Centre had 384
children. Partnership for Phase 2 of the Goalpara project started in August, 2016 and it is now
functioning in full swing.

Prerona’s Field Workers are helping the disabled in the remote villages to learn daily living
skills, provide counselling and assistance to avail government benefits, provide assistance to
attend school, teach personal care as well as household work and have become a familiar and
reliable resource person through regular home visits. Prerona’s psychologist and speech
therapist have become a regular support service to children, parents and teachers in the school.
Children are taught different strategies to manage their behaviour, parents are taught how to
manage their children at home and teachers are trained in various therapeutic skills for dealing
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with the children. Music therapy has become an integral part of the children’s developmental
curriculum now.
In Shishugreh, Guwahati, the salary support provided for hiring an additional nurse for care of
the disabled children has given that extra attention and care for the children that they would
have been otherwise deprived.

Our first ever movie night, held on 4th of Oct 2016, was a great success with a total amount of
$6033 raised through sale of tickets, raffle and donation. Our devoted volunteers Monjita,
Vandana, Smita, Sukrit, Manish, Hemanta went ahead and participated in the Sustainaibility
Festival of Knox City Council through our food stall. We were excited to get participation from
new volunteers Jonali, Bijita, Mridusmita, Nivedita, Prateeti, and Rishov. Test and tag of all
electrical equipment was done for free by Brandon Delahunt, Lions Club and I thank everyone
for their commitment to SESTAA’s cause. Total fundraising and donation during the year was
$9008.
During the coming year, we will need to focus our energy and resources in upgrading the
facilities in the Goalpara project and make a lasting impact on the children’s lives in addition
to continuing with the work in Jorhat and Guwahati.
Thank you to all the members and volunteers for making the year 2016-17 a success and look
forward to your participation in the coming year to help us achieve our goals.
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Dr Deepali Dhillon, President
Dated, 18th of November, 2017

FROm ThE SEcRETaRy’S cORNER:
They start with small steps, but those are big leaps in their lives – moments to rejoice for
themselves, for their parents and for their carers. Children who have been visiting Shishu
Sarothi’s Early Intervention Centre in Goalpara have been making making significant progress.
Nur, a one year ten months child, has cerebral palsy, right Hemiplegic and could not walk by
himself. But after getting therapy in the centre he can now stand and walk without any support.
Khanjan visited the Early Intervention Centre when he was 2 year 7 months old. The child has
Cerebral Palsy and could not walk. Now he is starting to walk after getting proper therapy in
the centre. Reshma was brought to the Centre by her parents on doctor’s advice. The child
could not move her hands freely due to cerebral palsy. But after detailed therapy sessions, she
can move her limbs properly. These and other similar stories keep coming in. Funded by
SESTAA and with technical support and therapists from Shishu Sarothi, Guwahati, the Early
Intervention centre in Goalpara has made a noticeable difference in people’s lives in the area.
Word has spread about the Centre and people are coming from far and wide, seeking the
support and help provided by the Centre for their children.
To think that all this has been possible because of the support of Melburnians from Australia
and in a time period of 16 months when 43 outreach camps were held by Shishu Sarothi and
attended by more than 800 children visits at an average of 20 children per day.
The stories continue from Cinnamara, Jorhat where the villagers wait for Prerona’s Field
Workers (funded by SESTAA), Masoom Gowala and Susanta Gogoi. Community awareness
of the needs and rights of the disabled has increased and people’s participation in disabilityspecifc issues have increased.
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People participating in
community awareness
rally (source: Prerona)

Confucius once said, “It does not matter how slowly you go as long as you do not stop”. The
support of Melburnians and of Vic Assam community has taken SESTAA’s funding this far;
now it is not the time to stop but to continue the effort and expand to reach more and more.
Please visit www.sestaa.org and support SESTAA’s future fundraising activities.
Smita Sabhlok
Secretary

Financial Information, 2016-2017
Income

Expense

Membership
Fundraising
Donation
Interest

$940.00
$4840.00
$4168.00
$261.66

Account Balance
Retained Surplus

-$4174.73
$6394.80

Projects
Bank charges
Consumer Affairs
Fundraising
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$11,557,47
$40.00
$55.80
$2731.12

